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Term 1 Overview 

Term 1 is coming to an end and it has been full steam ahead. Year 7 have made a fantastic start to high school and 

our senior students are working hard with in school assessment tasks. 

Some of the highlights for Term 1 include: 

 - Our first parent forum was held with over fifty parents/carers engaging in collaborative discussions about the 

school. With the success of this format, parent forums will be held on the Monday of week 4 each term, from 

5:30pm-7pm in the school library. This will give parents and carers an opportunity to hear from faculty head 

teachers and myself. A fifteen minute Q and A session will follow. P&C business will be included at the end. 

Please lock in the following dates for our parent forums: 

 Term 2- Monday 20 May  

 Term 3- Monday 12 August 

 Term 4- Monday 4 November 

Agendas will be emailed out the week prior, including which faculty head teachers will be presenting. One of the 

areas of discussion at the first parent forum was uniform. I have been reminding students this term that they need 

to prepare for the cold weather by getting all of their winter uniform organised. Our school uniform looks 

extremely smart and I ask that all families do their best to ensure all students are in full school uniform every day. 

If the school can assist with this, please contact our head teacher wellbeing, Shannon Sager (Monday-Thursday) or 

Joanne Myers (Fridays). 

 

- The schools’ writing strategy has begun implementation, with all staff participating in a variety of professional 

learning activities over the term. Year 8 will continue to have an element of extended writing in one assessment 

task, for each subject, across each semester.  

 

- Year 9 have started the Future Focused Inquiry course, allowing students to create their own learning journeys. 

Some of the areas of study have included: 

 Injury management 

 Forensic science 

 Stock market  

 Ancient history and many more 

I look forward to students exhibiting their work next term. Parents will be invited to be part of this exhibition 

process. 
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 - Anyone that has been to the school in the second half of the term will have noticed all of the scaffolding around 

our administration building. Over 28,000 roof tiles are being replaced and the building is also getting a face lift 

with new paint. We have also been lucky enough to have all of our classrooms upstairs receive new carpet and 

paint through the works. I would like to thank all of our staff and students that have been impacted by these 

works. Our new fresh learning environments will be worth it once all works are completed. 

 

 - During the last week of term we have a record number of students competing at the NSW CHS swimming 

championships at Homebush. On behalf of the school community I would like to congratulate all of the students 

who have qualified and also wish them the very best of luck. 

Term 2 Staff Development Day 

A letter was emailed to all parents earlier this term indicating that there will be a variation to our Term 2 staff 

development day. The first day back after holidays on Monday 29 April will be a normal school day for staff and 

students, with everyone returning. On Tuesday 7 May, staff will participate in the staff development day which 

means this day will be a pupil free day. 

Monday 29 April – all students and staff return to school 

Tuesday 7 May – pupil free day, staff development day  

We have booked James Nottingham to present a combined session to teachers from Newcastle High School and 

Lambton High school for Tuesday 7 May. 

 

James Nottingham is recognised as an educator internationally and is the co-founder and executive director of 

Challenging Learning. His passion is in transforming the most up-to-date research into strategies that really work in 

the classroom. He is regarded by many as one of the most engaging, thought-provoking and inspirational speakers 

in education. His first book, Challenging Learning, was published in 2010 and has received widespread critical 

acclaim. Since then, he has written 6 books for teachers, leaders, support staff and parents. These books share the 

best research and practice connected with learning; dialogue; feedback; the Learning Pit; Early Years education; and 

Growth Mindset. 

 

The purpose of school development days is to assist whole school strategic planning and staff development which 

contributes directly to the improvement of student learning outcomes. The planned training activities align to our 

school priorities and directions. The re-organisation of school development will enable our staff to be involved in 

the planned activities. 

 

The school will organise some casual teachers and provide minimal supervision to students who are required to 

attend due to supervision issues at home. No timetabled classes will be held on this day. 

I wish all students and staff a happy holiday and I look forward to seeing everyone on the first day back, Monday 29 

April. 

 

Thank You, 

 

Nathan Towney 

Principal 
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Key Dates 
Term 1   

Week 11 

10 April 
10 April 
10 April 
11 April 
12 April 
14 April (Sunday) 

Year 10 Geography fieldwork excursion 
Clontarf Academy students Year 7 day out 
Year 9 Commerce excursion 
Year 12 Art express and MCA excursion 
Last Day Term 1 
Gardening Group (Meet at 8am, Smith St car park) 

Term 2   

Week 1 29 April Term 2, First Day for students  

Week 2 
6-9 May 
7 May 
8 May 

Year 11 PDHPE, Myuna Bay Camp 
Staff Development Day (pupil free day) 
Star Struck rehearsal 

Week 3 
13 May 
16 May 
17 May 

P & C Presentation - Library, 5.30 pm - 7.00 pm 
Year 11 Geography, Awabakal excursion 
Year 8 Wellbeing Day 

Week 4 
20 May 
23 May 

Whole School Athletics Carnival 
Passion Project Exhibitions 

Week 5 

28 May 
29 May 
29-31 May 
30 May 

Stage 6 Course information evening 
Vaccinations 
Year 9 Camp 
Starstruck rehearsal 

Week 6 3-7 June VET workplacement - 11 EC Hospitality 

Week 7 
10 June  
12-13 June 
14 June 

Queens Birthday - Public Holiday 
Starstruck rehearsal 
Year 10 Wellbeing Day 



- 4 - 

 

Parkway Edition No.03 - April 2019 

 

Surfest’s Go Kindy High School Team Challenge 

On Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th of March, Newcastle High 

School placed one girls’ and three boys’ teams in the Go Kindy 

High School Team Challenge surfing event. The contest is part 

of Surfest’s festival of surfing, the largest surfing event in the 

southern hemisphere. There were 43 teams competing in the 

boys’ division and 13 in the girls’. 

 

                                                    Sunny Whitby-Otto 

On both days of competition competitors were greeted with 

beautiful weather and great surfing conditions. The contest 

format requires a team of three surfers to catch a scoring wave 

within the allotted time. Only one surfer from each team can be 

in the water at any one time and bonus points are awarded if 

they finish before the end of the heat.  Each team surfs twice 

and are given points for the position that they come in the heat. 

The scores are added up and the top eight teams qualify for the 

semi-finals . 

  

                                 Egan Roberts 

Our number one boys’ team performed admirably, achieving two 

second places. Unfortunately they were outclassed by quality 

opposition and unable to advance to the finals. Our other teams 

suffered a similar fate and came up short of progressing. Special 

mention must go to Natalie Fensom, from Year 7, who surfed 

brilliantly in the girls’ section. 

The High School Teams Challenge is a fantastic event, promoting a 

healthy lifestyle and providing our students with the opportunity to 

surf in a world class contest against some of the best junior surfers 

in the state. We thank Warren Smith and Go Kindy for their support 

and look forward to competing again next year.  

 

 

 

               Noah Jackson, Millin Bagga and Gus Chaffe  

 

Congratulations to all our team members for putting 

in a tremendous performance and representing the 

school in a positive manner. 

Surfest 2019   



- 5 - 

 

Parkway Edition No.03 - April 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunny Ward 

 

Our Teams                                                                                                                                                      

Team 1 - Sunny Whitby-Otto, Gus Chaffe, Zac Tinson.                                                                                    

Team 2 - Noah Jackson, Travis Hetherington, Egan 

Roberts, Nick Watson.                                                                 

Team 3 – Jett Page, Jesse Stamell, Oscar Roberts, 

Millin Bagga.  

 

Girls Team                                                                                                                                                            

Sunny Ward, Natalie Fensom, Mia Kepreotis. 

Results                                                                       

 Boys 

1. Narrabeen Sports High A (60.4)            Nick Watson 

2. Cronulla High School A (49.8)    

      

3. Swansea High (45.7) 

4. Cronulla High School B (25.3) 

Girls 
1. St Peters Catholic College (1) (Tuggerah) 36.4 
2. St Francis Xavier (Hamilton) 33.3 
3. Narrabeen Sports High (Narrabeen) 27.8 
4. St Joseph’s Regional College (Port Macquarie) 10.6 
 
 
Steve Prior                                                                                                                            Zac Tinson 

Teacher  

                                                                                           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natalie Fensom 

 Surfest 2019 
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Noah Jackson, Nick Watson, Travis Hetherington, Jesse Stamell and Egan Roberts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesse Stamell, Oscar Roberts, Jett Page and Millin Bagga 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jett Page  

Surfest 2019 
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On a sunny Wednesday morning, 192 bright and eager Year 7 students 

set off to Adventure Land in Forster. They were greeted by torrential 

rain and rivers of mud, however, it did not dampen their spirits.  

Activities and fun were the aim of the day and all were eager for the 

night adventures. Some students took on the waterslides in the dark, 

all the time searching for the elusive button that lets you go down the 

third slide. Others braved the eye stinging chlorine in the giant pool. 

The rest stayed dry and warm watching a movie. 

Bleary-eyed teenagers dragged themselves from their beds bright and 

early on Thursday morning with more than one declaring that they had 

no dry clothes left. Climbing, swinging, archery and more mud ensued. 

Daniel and Brad from Clontarf joined us and Daniel was coerced to 

participate in mud world, which he quickly regretted. That night the 

teachers decided to take their revenge for the lack of sleep the night 

before and took students hostages, with Mrs Myers being the warden. 

Mrs Dinnery protected the students from a dead snake and in the 

process was bitten by, what she swears, was the world’s biggest ant. 

The sun shone down on the camp during the last day, which created an 

aroma of wet shoes and socks. The students completed their last 

activities and, after a hearty lunch, they dragged their tired selves onto 

the bus for the trip home. 

A big thank you goes to the students, for the way that they conducted 

themselves at camp, and an even bigger thank you goes to the staff, 

who took time out of their own lives so that camp could go ahead.  

Thanks to Mrs Dinnery, Mrs Robertson, Mrs Myers, Mr Myers,            

Mr Walker, Ms Cugaly, Ms Deaves, Belinda, Amy, Paula and Jackson. 

 

Year 7 Camp 
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Attendance Report 

In Summary: 

 School starts at  8:45 

am and finishes at 

3:00pm 

 Attend every day unless 

there is a valid reason 

 Arrive on time 

 Attend all lessons  

 Do not leave the school 

grounds during the day 

 Absence must be        

explained within 7 

days. 

 Respond to the SMS  

 Phone 49693177  

 Send a note 

 Send an email 

 Organise appointments      

outside school hours 

 Organise family holi-

days during vacation 

time 

 Encourage and support 

full  attendance and    

participation in all 

school activities   

 Contact the school if you 

need support 

 Questions regarding   

attendance should be 

directed to  

    Ms Kadarusman 

Regular attendance at school is essential for successful student learning 

Students are required to attend school every day of the school year, unless there 

are circumstances that make this impossible. These circumstances include sickness,  

accident or family crisis.  

Where possible, family holidays should be planned during school vacation time 

and appointments should be made outside of school hours. Family holidays are no 

longer an eligible reason for exemption from school. 

An attendance rate of 85% or above is expected. Families will be notified if their 

child’s attendance falls below this level. If a child’s attendance is of serious        

concern, the DEC’s Home School Liaison Officer may become involved.  

Students must be at school in time for the start of the school day at 8:45am. 

Arriving at school on time and attending all lessons demonstrates respect,       

responsibility and participation.  

Rolls are marked electronically at the beginning of every lesson. 

Students who are late to school must sign in at the Student Office. Unjustified late 

arrivals are recorded as partial absence on a student’s official attendance record. 

Students must produce their student ID card when signing in late.                                  

Parents will be notified via SMS if their child arrives late or is absent from school. 

Please ensure that the school has the correct mobile phone number for contact. 

Any absence from school (including late arrival) must be explained within 7 days.  

Absence can be explained in a number of ways: 

 Respond directly to the SMS message received  

 Contact the school via phone (4969 3177) 

 Send an email (newcastle-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au) 

 Submit a written note into the “Absence Note” box at the Student Office 

Students are expected to remain at school for the whole day and attend all      

timetabled lessons.   

Students who have a valid reason to leave early, must place an explanation note 

into the “Early Leave Pass Request” box at the Student Office, then collect their 

pass at recess.  

Senior Students (Years 11 & 12) are permitted to: 

 Sign In after 8:45am if they don’t have a timetabled class Period 1. 

 Sign Out  after their last timetabled lesson. 

Senior Students are not permitted to leave the school during the day between         

lessons.  

Please contact the school if you need support regarding your child’s attendance. 

Students who have regular, punctual attendance achieve the best result           

possible and have better future prospects. 
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NEWCASTLE HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 

 

160-200 Parkway Avenue, 

Hamilton South  NSW  2303 

Telephone:  (02) 4969 3177 

Facsimile:  (02) 4961 2912 

e-mail:  newcastle-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Website:  https://newcastle-h.schools.nsw.gov.au 

 

Cooks Hill Campus is an annex to Newcastle High School. It uses personalised project based learning, working 

collaboratively with Big Picture Education to support students in years 9-12. If you would like additional information 

about our innovative campus or just to keep up to date on current events, you can find us at: 

 http://www.cookshill-s.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 

Or like our facebook page: Cooks Hill Campus. Our Campus newsletter (TGIF) is available on both locations. 

https://sway.com/ANJW8P90AisF8toX?ref=Link%C2%BF 

Cooks Hill Campus 

Phone: 49291663 

Campus Leader: Quinn Robertson 
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